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Resolution Adopted at the 4th Congress of the
International Federation of Coalitions for Cultural Diversity
23-24 October 2015, Mons, Belgium

 
Meeting in Mons on the occasion of the 4th Congress of the Federation,

Celebrating the 10th anniversary of the 2005 UNESCO Convention on the Protection and the Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions and the 70th anniversary of UNESCO,

Thanking the government of the Fédération Wallonie-Bruxelles and the Mons 2015 Foundation for their hospitality and the international forum they are organizing,

Welcoming the different studies of the Center for the Study of Integration and Globalization (CEIM) of the Université du Québec à Montréal (UQAM) and the International Network of Jurists for the Diversity of Cultural Expressions (RIJDEC),

Welcoming wholeheartedly the conclusions of the fifth ordinary session of the Conference of Parties to the Convention, which invites the Intergovernmental Committee to prepare draft operational directives to adapt the Convention to the digital era, 

Considering that the unrestrained mobility of artists as well as creative freedom and freedom of expression are principles to be guaranteed and protected in all countries, 

Recognizing that digital technologies represent an opportunity, offering new and welcomed possibilities for the creation and distribution of creative works,  

Emphasizing however that they can also equate to potential threats for the diversity of cultural expressions. 

Members of the International Federation of Coalitions for Cultural Diversity:

Encourage State Parties to consolidate the dialogue with civil society and adopt operational directives to reinforce the application of the diversity of cultural expressions principles in in the sharing and exchange of knowledge and cultural expressions in the digital economy. 

The directives will be crucial to clarify the meaning and the reach of the Convention in the digital era vis-à-vis new issues that are emerging and that States and civil society have to deal with, in particular in terms of: reconfiguration of the cultural sector; concentration and standardization of the cultural offering; the appropriation of value; the avoidance of investments and promotion obligations; the development of digital counterfeiting or the fight against the digital divide.  

Considering that this process of adapting the Convention, which does not require changes to the Convention itself, will allow for a broader dissemination of innovative best practices in this field to all parties, will give UNESCO a more prominent role in the debates at the international level relating to the digital era, and will contribute to a better articulation between texts adopted by other international forums and the objectives of the Convention.

Encourage States to accompany digital ecosystems and ensure the diversity of cultural offerings through common level playing fields in the various areas, including taxation and the respect of privacy and data protection, within the sharing and exchange of knowledge and cultural expressions/creative works on digital platforms, and to continue protecting the diversity of cultural expressions on and off the digital platforms, respecting author’s rights and intellectual property.

Urge them to guarantee an equitable compensation for artists and creators, in the digital era, including through copyright, and underline the necessity to maintain strong public service broadcasting as one of the principal custodian of cultural diversity in the digital age. 

Wish for, in the context of this initiative undertaken by UNESCO on digital issues, a renewed effort at the highest political level aimed at giving a new impetus to the Convention and to increase their contributions to the International Fund for Cultural Diversity, to continue to support initiatives from developing countries.

Invite Parties to support visa policies taking into account the needs of international creators and artists and facilitating their mobility. 

Underscore, in a context of a multiplication of bilateral and plurilateral trade agreements, the necessity to systematically exclude cultural and audiovisual services, digital or not, from trade negotiations. 

Call for State Parties to remain highly vigilant with regard to their trade commitments, especially in the electronic commerce of digital goods and services, and ask that States always be attentive to explicitly make reference to the Convention in the agreements they negotiate. 

Remind what constitutes the foundation of the Convention, that is to say the capacity of States to initiate, implement and adapt policies and measures they deem necessary to ensure the protection and promotion of the diversity of cultural expressions and of creation; a principle that no trade commitment nor any cultural policy should weaken. 


Considering the gap between State Parties to the Convention on the principles of cultural diversity in the implementation of public cultural policies, recommend:

	The advocacy and awareness-raising on the Convention be pursued,

To seek innovative funding,
To ensure the conformity of bilateral and multilateral cooperation with the principles of the Convention.
With regard to the linkage between culture and sustainable development, recommend:

To take into account national languages in the implementation of national cultural policies,
The commitment of State Parties in the promotion of freedom of expression and of creation. 
In respect of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and according to the principles of the 2005 Convention on the Protection and the Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions

Invites the board of directors and all the coalitions to work actively to integrate artists and/or cultural NGOs representatives from countries in conflict where the diversity of cultural expressions is under threat or totally banned to voice their needs and their efforts and to participate as observers to the work of the IFCCD.

Urges State Parties to the Convention to effectively take into consideration the decisive role of the diversity of cultural expressions for the promotion of democracy and social cohesion by taking all the necessary and appropriate measures to support the production and the dissemination of culture and the promotion of arts education so that they will profit to all the population including minorities, immigrants, indigenous peoples and other fragile groups.

Invites all coalitions and IFCCD members to work together and remain committed locally, nationally and internationally in the follow up of the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development so that all the dimensions of arts and culture, the promotion of the diversity of cultural expressions and the 2005 Convention principles are duly taken into account and supported in the implementation programmes of the Agenda.

Resolution adopted on October 24, 2015, in Mons, Belgium. 

Coalitions for Cultural Diversity 

Argentina, Susana Salerno
Australia, Ray Argall
Austria, Yvonne Gimpel
Benin, Boniface Sagbohan 
Brazil, Giuliana Kauark
Cameroon, Annie Josée Ngo Njock Njock
Chad, Manassé Nguinamabaye Ndoua 
Chile, Mané Nett
France, Pascal Rogard, Guillaume Prieur, Ségolène Bunel, Denys Fouqueray
Gabon, Auguste Moussirou-Mouyama and Jean-Pierre Moudjalou
Germany, Christine Merkel
Mali, Adama Traoré
Paraguay, Alejandra Diaz
Peru, René Weber
Portugal, Helena Vasquez
United Kingdom, Carole Tongue and Holly Aylett
Slovakia, Pavol Kral and Mirka Brezovska
Sweden, Marika Lagercrantz and Ulrica Källén 
Switzerland, Beat Santschi, Mathias Knauer and Diego Gradis 
Togo, Kodjo Cyriaque Noussouglo Séwonou 
Turkey, Serhan Ada

Associate members of the Federation 

Art Coalition (Indonesia), Felencia Hutabarat
Association Culture, Art & Humanité (Niger), Maki Garba
Association Racines (Morocco), Dounia Benslimane
Compagnie Théâtre de la Rue (Senegal), Pape Messa Gueye
Engabu Za Tooro (Uganda), Stephen Rwagweri
Espace culturel Yaro (Congo Brazza), Pierre Claver Mabiala
Selam Ethiopia (Ethiopia), Abera Sisay Mengstie

Observers

Africalia (Belgium), Frédéric Jacquemin
Association Culture et Développement (France), Francisco Ayi D’Almeida and Valeria Marcolin
Association of Artists Representative Organisations, (Ireland), Rynagh O'Grady 
European Broadcasting Union, Giacomo Mazzone
International Music Council, Silja Fisher
International Network of Lawyers for the Diversity of Cultural Expressions (RIJDEC), Véronique Guèvremont and Ivan Bernier
Musicians Union Ireland, Eamon Murray  

