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Italian Government approve the proposal of law for the Ratification of the UNESCO Treaty on Cultural Diversity. 
Final approval expected before year's end

On Friday 10 of November 2006, Italian Government chaired by the former President of the European Commission, Romano Prodi, has approved the proposal of law of ratification of the UNESCO Treaty on Cultural Diversity. Already on Tuesday 14 the proposal of ratification will be submitted for discussion to the Cultural Commission of the Low Chamber of the Italian Parliament for approval.

This is the first step of the process that will bring to the adoption of the Treaty from Italian Parliament. After the Low Chamber, the proposal of ratification will have to be adopted by the Senate, under the same rule of a fast-track procedure for the approval.

Italian Government doing so intend to overcome the delay in the ratification process determined by the change of majority after the last April's General elections that have seen the swap from a center right leaded by Berlusconi to a center left coalition leaded by Prodi.

In a public event organized by the Italian Coalition for Cultural Diversity in the frame of the festival Eurovisioni and of the Rome's FESTA del Cinema on last October 20th, representatives of Government, and of the concerned Parliamentary Commissions have confirmed officially their will to speed up the process and to try to recover the delay cumulated in the first months of 2006. The aim is to be able to ratify the Treaty in time to participate -together with the other government- to the official delivery of the ratifications by the EU Member states that will take place on December 19th 2006, under the Finnish Presidency. 

The meeting, chaired by Ugo Gregoretti, president of the Italian Coalition, opened with a message of Giorgio Napolitano, President of Italian Republic, that has endorsed the action of UNESCO in favour of Cultural Diversity, and with a welcome speech by Marie-Paule Roudil from UNESCO, that express the great support of his organisation to all national coalitions. 

Secretary of state for Culture, Danielle Gattegno Mazzonis -on behalf of Minister Francesco Rutelli- has announced in this occasion that the Government make of this ratification one of its priority and will support the fast-track procedure in the Parliament.

President of the Cultural Committee of the Low Chamber, Pietro Folena, has guaranteed that the Commission he chairs will try to cope with the deadline of December 19th, despite the fact that this ratification will happen at the same time of the debate on the Finance Law for 2007. Miss Vittoria Franco, President of the same Commission of the Senate, has guaranteed same treatment and has asked for the support of the MP of the opposition, because the battle for Cultural Diversity has to remain a bipartisan goal.

MP Antonio Martusciello, former Deputy Minister for Culture in Berlusconi Government and now member of the Cultural Commission of Low Chamber, from the opposition leading party of Forza Italia, has remembered in that occasion that the previous centre-right government has supported UNESCO Treaty since the beginning and has confirmed that -coherently with that position- will now support the ratification and the fast-track procedure.

President of Italian Coalition, Ugo Gregoretti, ha commented the news of the Government approval and the goodwill declarations at the event promoted by the CIDC as follows: "We believe that Italy -despite the initial delay due to the Italian General Elections 2006- could be able to catch the goal to ratify the UNESCO Treaty in line with the other EU countries. To make it possible, Italian Coalition -that has already achieved so great results- will continue to exercise its pressure on Government, Parliament and all Parties, in order to make sure that this objective can be reached in the common interest of all European citizens".


